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Date: 28.02.2024 

Scientific name: Panthera pardus orientalis (Schlegel, 1857) 

Common name: Amur leopard, Siberian leopard, Far eastern leopard, Far-
eastern leopard, Korean leopard 

Norwegian name: Amurleopard, orientalsk leopard 

Type of permit: CITES Appendix I (Norwegian CITES Regulation Annex I, List A). 
Country of re-export: Norway (NO) 
Country of import: France (FR) 

Purpose and source: The proposal concerns the re-export (purpose-of-transaction 

code Z) of one live, 8-year-old male Amur leopard (source code C) from Bjørneparken 

AS (Norway) to EcoZonia (France). The male was originally imported to Bjørneparken 

AS from Parken Zoo (Sweden) in 2020.  

For species listed in the Norwegian Cites Regulation Annex 1, list A, it is required to 

establish that re-export does not have a harmful effect on the conservation status of 

the species, in compliance with the Norwegian CITES regulation Chapter 2, § 5. The 

CITES Scientific Authority assesses whether the re-export satisfies § 5b. The import of 

the specimen was done before The Norwegian Scientific Committee for Food and 

Environment (VKM) was appointed as a scientific authority under Norwegian CITES-

regulation. Therefore, VKM did not make a NDF at the time of import to Norway. 

VKM has adopted the definition of detriment, cf. Conf. 16.7 (Rev. CoP17) suggested by 
the U.S Fish and Wildlife Service Division of Scientific Authority:  

1. Harvest that is not sustainable.
2. Harvest that harms the status of the species in the wild.
3. Removal from the wild that results in habitat loss or destruction, or that interferes
with recovery efforts for a species.
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Conclusion 
 
VKM concludes that the re-export from Norway to France of one 8-year-old 
male Amur leopard bred in captivity will not have a harmful effect on the 
conservation status of the species.  
 
The conclusion is based on the following factors: 

• The individual and both of its parents were bred in captivity and the re-export 
will thus not have a harmful effect on the conservation status of the species. 
 

• The re-export of the individual from Bjørneparken AS (NO) to EcoZonia (FR) is 
part of the European Endangered Species Programme (EEP), an ex situ 
conservation programme for Amur leopard jointly managed by the European 
Association of Zoos and Aquaria (EAZA) and Eurasian Regional Association of 
Zoos and Aquariums (EARAZA). The EEP is part of the World Association for 
Zoos and Aquariums (WAZA) Global Species Management Plan (GSMP) for 
Amur leopard.   
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1. Biological information 
Distribution 
The Amur leopard (Panthera pardus orientalis) is one of nine recognised subspecies of 
P. pardus. It was historically widespread across the Korean Peninsula, Northeastern 
China, and the Russian Far East. It is now restricted to forests on the border between 
Russia’s Primorsky region and the Jilin and Heilongjiang provinces of Northeastern 
China (Li et al., 2024).  
 
Life history 
Panthera pardus orientalis selects areas with high ungulate density (its prey-base), in 
lower-elevation Korean pine forests on southwest facing slopes far from human 
disturbance (Hebblewhite et al., 2011). 
 
The age of first reproduction is 2–3 years of age and average litter size is two (range of 
1–4). Offspring become independent from the mother at two years of age. Lifespan is 
10-15 years in the wild and up to 20 in captivity (Sunquist & Sunquist, 2002).  
 
Role in the ecosystem 
Amur leopards are predators with preference for roe deer (Capreolus pygargus), sika 
deer (Cervus nippon) and wild boar (Sus scrofa) (Yang et al., 2018). They will also 
predate upon smaller meso-predators, such as Asian badger (Meles leucurus) and 
raccoon dog (Nyctereutes procyonoides) as well as domesticated livestock (Yang et al., 
2018).   
 

2. Population trend 
Joint camera trapping surveys in China and Russia in 2014/2015 led to an estimate of 
the global population of 84 (70–108, 95% confidence interval) individuals (Vitkalova et 
al., 2018). This was an increase from a previous estimate in 2007 which was 25-34 
individuals in Russia alone (Pikunov, 2010). Estimates of the population size from non-
invasive genetic sampling (from scat and hair) in China in 2002/2003 and 2007/2008 
estimated a similar number; 28 (95 % CI 19–38), and 26 (95 % CI 13–33) (Sugimoto 
et al., 2014). 
 

3. Conservation status 
The Amur leopard is listed as Critically Endangered (CR) on the IUCN Red List of 
Threatened Species due to an “observed, estimated, projected or inferred continuing 
decline” and a subpopulation containing more than 90% of the remaining individuals 
(Criterion C2a(ii)) and an estimated population less than 60 mature individuals 
(Criterion D) (Stein et al., 2022). It is widely considered to be among the rarest and 
most endangered of all big cats (WAZA, 2018). 
 

4. Threats 
Habitat loss is considered a major threat to the species; they have lost as much as 
98% of their historic range (Jacobson et al., 2016). Poaching for its skin and for use in 
Asian medicine was a major contributing factor to the decline in the population (Jiang 
et al., 2015). 
 
The isolation of the remaining population means that there is a low level of genetic 
diversity (Sugimoto et al., 2014). An emerging threat is canine distemper virus which 
can be spread through predation on feral dogs or other canids (Wang et al., 2022).  
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5. Conservation and Management measures: 

International legislation 
Panthera pardus is included in CITES Appendix 1 (01/07/1975). The species is listed in 
the EU Wildlife Trade Regulations Annex A. 
 
National legislation 
China 
The Wild Animal Conversation Law of China lists the Amur leopard as a first-class 
national protected animal under the law authorized by the Standing Committee of the 
National People’s Congress of China in 2016 (Shevtsova et al., 2018). 
 
Russia 
Trade or use of the Amur leopard is forbidden by several Russian Federal laws: 

• Federal Law on Specially Protected Natural Areas (14 March 1995, №. 33-F3) 

• Federal Law on Animal Species (24 April 1995, №. 52-F3) 
• Federal Law on Environmental Protection (10 January 2002, №. 7-F3) 
• Forest Code of Russian Federation (8 November 2006, №. 200-FZ) 
• Federal Law “On Hunting and Hunting Resources and Legal amendments in 

Federal Laws” (24 July 2009, №. 209-F3) 
• Criminal Code of the Russian Federation (with changes made on 2 July 2013, 

№. 150-F3)  
• Government decree, “Affirmation of the list of the most valuable wild fauna and 

aquatic biological resources that belong to species listed in the Red Data Book 
of the Russian Federation and protected by agreements” (See Article 226.1 and 
Article 258.1 of Criminal Law, 31 October 2013, №. 978) 

 
Conservation measures 
China has designated several protected areas for the species since 1980 in 
northeastern China and have a well-established captive breeding programme. The 
Northeast China Tiger and Leopard National Park was established in 2021 and 
encompasses 14,000 km2 of forest in Jilin Province. In Russia, several nature reserves 
are home to the largest population of Amur leopard including The Land of the Leopard 
National Park, gazetted in 2012, which encompasses of 2,799 km2 of habitat in 
Northeast Russia (Shevtsova et al., 2018).   
 
The focal individual is part of the European Endangered Species Programme (EEP), an 
ex situ conservation programme jointly managed by European Association of Zoos and 
Aquaria (EAZA) and Eurasian Regional Association of Zoos and Aquariums 
(EARAZA). The EEP is again part of the World Association for Zoos and Aquariums 
(WAZA) Global Species Management Plan (GSMP) for Amur leopard, established in April 
2013. As of July 2018, the captive population under the Global Species Management 
Plan (GSMP) comprised 217 individuals housed across 88 institutions. This population, 
originating from 14 individuals, retains 91% genetic diversity, as reported by WAZA in 
2018. 
 
The Amur leopard is one of the two large cats for which the IUCN recommends 
reintroduction from captive stock currently held in international zoological gardens 
(Christie, 2009). 
 

https://bjorneparken.no/bevaring/
https://www.waza.org/priorities/conservation/conservation-breeding-programmes/global-species-management-plans/amur-leopard/
https://www.waza.org/priorities/conservation/conservation-breeding-programmes/global-species-management-plans/amur-leopard/
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6. Trade/use 
Legal 
Live trade between zoological gardens or other captive breeding facilities occurs in 
order to prevent loss of genetic diversity (Kelly et al., 2013). 
 
Illegal 
Poaching for use in Asian medicine was one of the drivers of the population reduction 
(Uphyrkina et al., 2002).  
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