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Date: 12.12.2024 
 
Scientific name: Pongo abelii Lesson, 1827 

 

Common names: Sumatran orangutan 
 
Norwegian name: Sumatraorangutang 

Type of permit: CITES Appendix I; Norwegian CITES Regulation Annex 1, list A 
Country of export: Germany (DE)  
Country of import: Norway (NO) 
 
Purpose and source: The proposal concerns the import of two live Sumatran 
orangutans to Norway (KRISTIANSAND DYREPARK AS). One female born in Germany 
(Münchner Tierpark Hellabrunn) in 2005 (this is the year of birth given on the attached 
Zoological Information Management System (ZIMS) record, according to the proposal 
the year of birth is 2007) and one male born in Germany (Neunkircher Zoologischer 
Garten GmbH) in 2021 (son of the female). The purpose of the transaction is according 
to the proponent (importer) Z, Zoo, but the export permit states that the purpose of 
transaction is B, breeding in captivity or artificial propagation. The source for both 
individuals is C, Animals bred in captivity in accordance with Resolution Conf. 10.16 
(Rev. CoP19). Both importer and exporter are part of the European Association of Zoos 
and Aquaria (EAZA) Ex situ Programme for conservation of the Sumatran orangutan 
(Dyreparken, n.d.; Neunkircher Zoo, n.d.).  
 
For Appendix I species (Norwegian Cites Regulation Annex 1, list A) it is required to 
establish that export will not be detrimental to the survival of that species, in 
compliance with CITES Article III. In the Norwegian CITES regulation (Lovdata 2018) 
the criteria for import to Norway is described in Chapter 2, Section 4. 
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VKM has adopted the definition of detriment, cf. Conf. 16.7 (Rev. CoP17) suggested by 
the U.S Fish and Wildlife Service Division of Scientific Authority: 
 
1. Harvest that is not sustainable.  
2. Harvest that harms the status of the species in the wild.  
3. Removal from the wild that results in habitat loss or destruction, or that interferes 
with recovery efforts for a species. 
 
 
Conclusion 
VKM concludes that the import of two individuals of Sumatran orangutan to 
Norway from Germany will not be detrimental to the survival of the species 
in the wild. 
 
The conclusion is based on the following factors:  
 

• The two orangutans and their parents are born in captivity and their transfer 
from a zoological garden in Germany to a zoological garden in Norway will thus 
not impact the species’ survival in the wild. 

• Both importer and exporter are part of the European Association of Zoos and 
Aquaria (EAZA) Ex situ Programme for conservation of the Sumatran 
orangutan. 
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1. Biological information 
Taxonomic note 
Sumatran and Bornean orangutans (Pongo pygmaeus) were both previously 
considered subspecies of Pongo pygmaeus, but are now widely accepted as distinct 
species (e.g., Singelton et al., 2004). In 2017, Pongo abelii was further split into Pongo 
abelii and Pongo tapanuliensis (Nater et al. 2017).  

 
Distribution 
Pongo abelii is endemic to the Indonesian island of Sumatra. Their distribution is 
restricted to the northernmost part of the island (Singleton et al., 2024). 
 
Life history 
Orangutans are very slow breeders, with females giving first birth at about 15 years of 
age and males mature at about 14 years. Sumatran orangutans have the longest 
interbirth intervals of any mammalian species, ranging from 8.2 to 9.3 years. The 
generation length is about 25 years (Singelton et al., 2024). 
 
Role in the ecosystem 
Sumatran Orangutans are primarily frugivores, but also eat other plant parts and 
insects (Singelton et al., 2024). 
 
 

2. Population trend 
The population trend is decreasing. 
 
 

3. Conservation status 
The IUCN assessed the status of Pongo abelii as Critically Endangered under criteria 
4Abcd in 2017 (Singelton et al., 2024). 
 
 

4. Threats 
Habitat loss and fragmentation caused by forest clearing and logging are the main 
threats (Singelton et al., 2024). 
 
 

5. Conservation and management measures: 
International legislation  
Pongo abelii has been listed on CITES Appendix I since 1975 (formerly included under 
Pongo pygmaeus) and under the EU Wildlife Trade Regulations Annex A since 2023 
(UNEP, 2024). 
 
Conservation measures 
Pongo abelii is strictly protected by Indonesian National Law No. 5/1990 on the 
Conservation of Natural Resources and Ecosystems, under which it is illegal to capture, 
injure, kill, own, keep, transport, or trade a Sumatran orangutan (Singleton et al., 
2024). It is among the species recognized under the IUCN SSC Asian Species Action 
Partnership (ASAP, Species on the brink, n.d.). 
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6. Trade/use 
Legal 
All commercial trade is prohibited. 
 
Illegal 
Orangutans are still illegally traded in the international pet market, as confirmed by 
continued confiscations (Namaskari, 2023). 
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